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Synopsis

The lives of coal miners in the United States, like the black rock they cut from the earth, are wrought
by the forces of time and pressure. Risking crippling injury and death, generations of miners have
tunneled down from the surface and emerged at the end of each exhausting day with the fuel
needed to drive the nationd ™s industry. Their sacrifices are great, their glories unheralded. With
this stirring account, author and former coal miner Joseph W. Leonard Il provides a means for
understanding and fully appreciating the crucial work these brave men have done throughout the
years. The mining tradition in Leonard’s family spans five generations in Schuylkill County,
Pennsylvania, home to some of our country’s richest deposits of anthracite coal. His family’s stories
illustrate with touching candor the plight of many thousands of Coal Belt families who stood proud
through years of watching their sons, fathers, and husbands descend down the shafts into
darkness. Leonard recalls with stunning detail the unforgiving conditionsé scave-ins, explosions, and
choking dusta «that he and his forebears endured in the mines. Also captured are poignant tales of
the kindness and compassion that permeated mining communities in the face of so much hardship.
The intense struggles and quiet successes in Anthracite Roots are a testament to the unsung

heroes of Americad ™s coal mines and the work they have done to power a nation.

Book Information

Paperback: 96 pages

Publisher: Arcadia Publishing (January 6, 2005)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 1596290501

ISBN-13: 978-1596290501

Product Dimensions: 6.2 x 0.3 x 9.3 inches

Shipping Weight: 8 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 2.5 out of 5 stars 2 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #799,165 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #160 inA Books > Arts &
Photography > Photography & Video > Business & Careers #180 inA Books > Engineering &
Transportation > Engineering > Energy Production & Extraction > Mining #1131 inA Books >

Science & Math > Nature & Ecology > Natural Resources

Customer Reviews

Joe Leonard is former Dean of Engineering at West Virginia University and is Emeritus

Distinguished Professor of Mining Engineering at the University of Kentucky. He is a gifted inventor



with 26 registered patents, and he has published several hundred articles in a variety of periodicals

and journals, spanning a vast range of subject matter. This is his nineteenth book.

This book was a wonderful and interesting mix of subjects and material. The author wove together
family history, mining industry history and anthracite mining techniques onto a wonderfully personal

scene which kept the pages turning.

| knew it was a used book but failed to mention every page had been underlined with a pen. | paid
50.00 for this. A true rip off.
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